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_, Uncontrolable events have entirely defeated the 
plans we had laid for making up this number; ex- 
cluding several original articles prepared for it, 
and compelling us to take others that happened to 
be in type—but it is not on this account, perhaps, 
less useful or less interesting than it .otherwise 
would have been, and the omitted articles shall be 
inserted next week. By these events, also, the 
transmission of the paper will be a little delayed to 
a few that receive it by mail. 








Treaty with Russia. 

We have reports from St. Petersburg and 
from Paris, that a commercial treaty has been 
signed between the United States and Russia; 
and some have thought that the late hasty de- 
parture of the U. 8. brig Prometheus, with 
despatches for the latter, may have had a con- 
nection with such arrangements between the 
two nations; about which, however, we do not 

rofess to know any thing. 

‘The Petersburg account says that, by this 
treaty, “two ports on the Pacific are guaran- 
teed to Russia”—if aught has been done in 
this respect, the whole probably is a mere 
establishment of boundaries on the N. W.) 
coast, to prevent future and remote collisions. 

Weare pleased with these reports; they are 
such as we hope may be realized. It is every 
way the interest of the United States to be on) 
the best terms with Russia; and to the interest} 
of Russia, also, to have a liberal intercourse 
with the United States. 

_ But mark the ever-watchful jealousy of Eng- 
Zand!—Though nothing more than the rumor 
of a treaty had reached London—though the 
editor of the Courier did not affect an acquain- 





tancé with any of its terms—he thus spoke of it: 


ple, dated at Winchester, on the Ist day of June 
last, and signed by deputies from the counties of 
Berkely, Frederick, Harrison, Wood, Monongalia, 
Fauquier, Fairfax, Loudoun, Hampshire, Jefferson 
and Brooke, for the purpose of devising and adopting 
measures to effect a convention of the people of this 
commonwealth, to reform defects in the constitutiah 
of the state. 
There were present thé following members, viz 
Albemarle—William Woods, Wm. F. Gordon. 
Augusta—Robert Porterfield, Ch. Johnson. 
Bath—Charles Cameron, Saml. Blackburn. 
Bedford—Jabez Leftwich. 
Berkeley—Elisha Boyd, Joel Ward. 
Botetourt—Jas. Breckenridge, Allen Tavlor, 
Brooke—Jesse Eddington, James Marshall. 
Fairfax—Thomas Moss, Wm. H. Fitzhugh. 
Fredevick—H. St. Geo. Tucker, Jd. Williams. 
Fauquier—George B. Picket, Fred. Chapman. 
Franklin—Wm. A Burwell, Benjamin Cook. 
Greenbrier—James J. Mayers, Bullard Sinith.. 
Giles—David French, John Chapman. 
Hampshire—John Jack, Wm. Armstrong, jz 
Hardy—Edwd. Williams, Abel Seamer. 
Harrison—James Pindell, John G. Jackson. 
Henry—John Redd, Nicholas P. Hairston. 
Jefferson—Henry S. Turner, Wm. P. Flood, 
RKenawha—Andrew Donnetly, Henry White. 
Loudoun—Wnm. Noland, Joshua Osborn. 
Monongalia—John Staley, Thos. Wiison. 
Monroe—Iisaac Estill, James Woodville. 
Montgomery—Henry Edmundson, E. Rawling'’s. 
Nelson—Landon Cabell, Wm. ©. Rives. 
Ohio—Isaac Hoffer, Moses Chapman. 
Pendleton—Wm. M‘Coy, Zebulon Dyer. 
Pittsylvania—Geo. Tucker, Geo. Tewnes. 
Prince 'Filliam—John Love, Edm. Brooke. 
Randolph—Edward 8S. Duncan, Geo. Aldersgn. 
Rockbridge—James M‘Dowell, John Leyburn. 
Rockingham—Wnm. Bryan, Peachy Harrison. 
Shenandoah—Isaac Samuels, Ch. M. Lovell. 
Wood—Alexander H. Creel, Jacob Beesan. 
Honorable general James Breckenridge was uffa- 


“The American charge d’affaires speaks loudly |nimously elected president of the convention; and 


of a commercial treaty between his conntry and, 
Russia, which cannot but be detrimental to the mer-| 
cantile world in England.” 

Wretched, indeed, must be the state of Eng- 


Erasmus Stribling, secretary. 

John Clarke was appointed door keeper. 

On motion of Mr. Noland, 

“Resolved, That a committee of elections be th 


Mand. if the United States and Russia, two such pointed, to consist of three members.” 


distant Nations. cannot enter into regulations’ 
about their own commercial affairs without do- 

ing something “detrimental” to England;—and |" 
mean and grovelling must the mind be that! 


ied, 


And the said committee was accordingly appoint- 
to consist of the following members, viz.— 


‘Messrs. Noland, Leyburn and Tewnes. 


On motion of Mr. Johnson, 
“Resolved, that the rules of proceeding adopted 


would confess it, if it were so, as the editor of |for the government of the house of delegates of Vir. 


the Courier has done. 





Staunton Convention. 


Journal of the proceedings of a convention, begun and 
held at Staunton on the 19th day of August, in the 
year 1816. 

Monday, August 19th.—At a meeting of delegates 
from sundry counties in the commonwealth of Vir- 
ginia, convened at Staunton, in pursuance of a re- 
commendation, contaimed In an address to the peo- 

Yor Yh i 








ginia, so far as applicable, be adopted for the £0- 
vernment of this convention.” 


On motion of Mr. Jackson, 
“Resolved, that when this house adjourn, it will 


adjourn to meet to-morrow merning at 9 o’clock.’’ 


On motion of Mr. Johnson, 
“Resolved that the convention will on to-morrow 


resolve itself into a committee of the whole, to take 
into consideration the objects of their meeting. 


Mr. Jackson then offered the following resolution: 


“Resolved, fire it i¢ expedient at this time ig 
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adopt measures for,a general convention of the peo- 
ple of this commonwealth to amend the constitution 
of the state; which convention shall meet during 
the present year.” 

And the said resolution was, on motion, ordered 
to be referred to a committee of the whole. 

Or motion then, 

Resolved that this convention mow adjourn. 

Tuesday, August 20th.—The following additional 
members appeared and took their seats, to wit— 

From the county of Culpeper—Elijah Arnold. 

Patrick—Greenville Penn and Abraham Staples. 

On motion, 

Ordered, that Henry Crease and Michael Forbes 
be appointed assistant door keepers. 

On motion of Mr. Tucker, of Frederick, 

Vhe rule of the house which requires the order 
of the day to be taken up at 12 o’clock, was sus- 
pended for the present, in order‘to enable the house 
now to resolve itself into a committee of the whole. 

Whereupon, 

On the motion of the same gentleman, 

The house resolved itself into a committee of 
he whole, to take into consideration the objects 
of their meeting. 

Mr. Noland in the chair. 

And after some time spent therein, 

‘The committee rose, reported progress, and 
asked leave to sit again. 

Which leave was granted them. 

On motion of Mr. Tucker, of Pittsylvania, 

tcsolved that this convention now adjourn. 

Wednesday, August 21st.—On motion of Mr. 
Fitzhugh, 

Resolved that 4 committee of three be appointed 
to draft a plan for defraywg the expences of this 
convention. 

And the said committee was accordingly ap- 
pointed to consist of Messrs. Fitzhugh, Tucker, 
(of Pittsylvania,) and Turner. 

Mr. Noland, trom the committee o: elections, 
presented a report, which was received and read 
as follows— 

The committee of elections have, according to 
order, examined the certificates of the delegates 
returned to this convention from the counties of 
Albemarle, Augusta, Bath, Bedford, Berkeley, Bo- 
tetourt, Brooke, Culpeper, Fairfax, Frederick, 
Fauquier, Franklin, Greenbrier, Giles, Hampshire, 
Hardy, Warmson, Henry, Jefferson, Kenhawa, Lou- 
doun, Monongalia, Monroe, Montgomery, Nelson, 
Ohio, Pendleton, Pittsylvania, Prince William, Pa- 
trick, Randolph, Rockbridge, Rockingham, She- 
nandoah and Wood, and find the elections to have 
been regular and pursuant previous to notice. 

Resolved, as the opinion of this committee, that 
the delegates from the counties of Albemarle, Au- 
gusta, Bath, Bedford, Berkeley, Botetourt, Brooke, 
Culpeper, Fairfax, Fauquier, Frederick, Franklin, 
Greenbrier, Giles, Hampshire, Hardy, Harrison, 
Henry, Jefferson, Kenhawa, Loudoun, Monongalia, 
Monroe, Montgomery, Nelson, Ohio, Pendleton, 
Pittsylvania, Prince William, Patrick, Randolph, 
Rockbridge, Rockingham, Shenandoah and Wood, 
are entitled to seats in this convention. 

And the said resolution being twice read, was, 
on the question put thereupon, agreed to by the 
house. 

A letter from Andrew Russell and David Camp- 
bell, delegates chosen to this convention from the 


county of Washington, to the chairman of this con-} 


vention, was presented; and, on motion, 
Ordered to be read and lie on the table. 


r 


The house, according to the order of the day, re- 
solved itself into a committee of the whole to take 
again into consideration the subjects to them re- 
ferred, Mr. Noland in the chair; 

And after some time spent therein, the president 
resumed the chair, and Mr. Noland reported that 
the committee of the whole house had, according 
to order, had under consideration, the subjects to 
them referred, and had made some further progress 
therein, but not having time to go through the 
same, had requested him to ask leave to sit again. | 
Resolved that this house will again, on to-morrow 
resolve itself into a committee of the whole house 
to take into consideration the subjects to them re- 
ferred. 

On motion of Mr. Blackburn— 

Resolved, that the house do now adjourn. 
Thursday, .tug. 22. Jacob T. Fishback, a dele- 
gate from the county of Wyeth, appeared and took 
his seat. 

On motion of Mr. Tucker, of Frederick— 

The house, according to the order of the day, 
resolved itself into a committee of the whole, to 
take again into consideration the subjects to them 
referred. 

Mr. Noland in the chair; 

And after some time spent therein, the president 
resumed the chair, and Mr. Noland reported that 
the committee of the whole house had, according 
to order, had under consideration, the resolution 
to them referred, and had agreed to sundry amend- 
ments thereto, which he delivered in at the secre- 
tary’s table, together with the said resolution. 
The house then proceeded to consider the said 
resolution, with the amendments reported by the 
committee, which amendments were in the follow- 
ing words— 

Resolved, That this convention do consider the 
existing inequality in the representation in the two 
houses of the general assembly of Virginia, as 2 
grievance, and as derogating from the rights of a 
large portion of the good people of the common. 
wealth. 

Reso!ved, that a committee of . 
members be appointed to prepare, on the part of 
this convention, a memorial to the legislature of 
the state, to be presented at their next session, re- 
questing them to recommend to the people of the 
state, the formation, on fair and equal principles, of 
a general convention, empowered to amend the 
constitution on every point on which it shall be 
found to be defective. 

On motion of Mr. Jackson, the word “tinanimous- 
ly,” was inserted after the word resolved, in the 
first resolution; which resolution as amended, was 
again agreed to by the house. 

A motion was made by Mr. Johnson to amend 
the amendment proposed by the committee, by 
striking out the second resolution, and inserting in 
lieu thereof the foilowing words, viz. 

Resolved, that a memorial be presented to the le- 
gislature of this state, at their next session, on the 
part of this convention, praying that a general con- 
vention may be assembled for the purpose of 
amending the constitution, so as to give a fair and 
equal representation to every part of the state, in 
both branches of the legislature, and so as to pro- 
vide for subsequent amendments from time to time 
as the good people of this commonwealth may think 
expedient. 

Resolved, that this convention will recommend 
to the people of this comnionwealth, the adoption 
of asimilar memorial to be presented to. the legis-' 








@n motion of Mr. Tucker, of Frederick 


lature at they next $Esgion. 
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And the question being put on agreeing to the 
said amendment, was determined in the negative— 
ayes 28, noes 40. | 

On motion of Mr. Johnson, seconded by Mr. No- 
land, 

Ordered, that the ayes and noes on the said ques- 
tion be inserted in the journal. 

The names of the gentlemen who voted in the 
affirmative are, Messrs. Breckenridge, (president) 
Woods, Porterfield, Johnson, Cameron, Blackburn, 
Boyd, Ward, Taylor, Edgington, Marshall, Tuck- 
er, (Frederick) Williams, Mayers, Seymour, Tur- 
ner, Flood, Noland, Osburn, Edmundson, Rawlings, 
Cabell, Reeves, Brooke, McDowell, Leyburn, Lo- 
vell and Fishback—28. 

And the names of the gentlemen who voted in 
the negative are, Messrs. Gordon, Leftwich, Ar- 
nold, Moss, Fitzhugh, Picket, Chapman, Burwell, 
Cook, Smith, French, Chapman, Jack, Armstrong, 
Pindall, Jackson, Redd, Hairston, Donnelly, White, 
Staley, Wilson, Estill, Woodville, Lefer, Chap- 
man, McCoy, Dyer, Tucker, (Pittsylvania) Townes, 


Love, Brooke, Penn, Staples, Duncan, Alderson, 
Bryan, Harrison, Samuels, Lovell, Creel, Beeson, 
and Fishback—59. 

The names of the gentlemen who voted in the 
negative are, Messrs. Breckenridge (President,) 
Johnson, Blackburn, Taylor, Edgington, Pindall, 
Edmundson, McDowell, Leyburn—9. 

On motion of Mr. Jackson, 

Resolved, that this convention do recommend to 
the people of this commonwealth, the adoption of 
a memorial on similar principles, to be presented 
also -to the legislature at their next session, and 
that the committee created by the 2d resolution 
just adopted by the house do prepare the draft of 
such memorial. 

And a committee was appointed under the said 
2d resolution, to consist of the following members, 
viz. Messrs. Fitzhugh, Jackson, Tucker [of Pitt- 
sylvania,} Burwell, Love, Tucker [of Frederick, } 


,and Boyd. 


Mr. Boyd, presented a communication from a¢om- 
‘mittee appointed by sundry citizens in the town of 








fove, Penn, Staples, Duncan, Alderson, Bryan, | Petersburg, which ‘was ordered to lie on the table. 


Harrison, Samuels, Creel and Beeson—40. 

A motion was made by Mr. Fitzhugh to amend 
the 2d resolution with the words “seven,” which 
Was agreed to by the house. 

A motion was made by Mr. Johnson further to 
amend the 2d resolution by striking out at tlie end 
of the said resolutionthe words ‘on every point on 
‘which it shall be found to be defective,” which 
‘amendment was agreed to by the house. 

The question was then put, will the house coacur 


with the committee in the said amendment, as| 


amended? and determined in the affirmative—ayes 
“57, noes 11. 

On motion of Mr. Johnson, seconded by Mr. No- 
Pand, 

Ordered, that the ayes and noes on the said ques- 
tion be inserted in the journal. 

The names of the gentlemen who voted ia the 
affirmative are, Messrs. Breckenridge (president) 
Woods, Gordon, Porterfield, Johnson, Cameron, 
Blackburn, Leftwich, Boyd, Ward, ‘Taylor, Mar- 
shall, Arnold, Moss, Fitzhugh, Tucker (Irederick) 
Williams, Picket, Chapman (Fauquier) Burwell, 
Cook, Mayer, French, Chapman (Giles) Jack, Arm- 
strong, Seymour, Redd, Hairston, Turner, Flood, 
Donnelly, White, Noland, Osburn, Staley, Estill, 
Woodville, Edmundson, Rawlings, Cabell, Reeves, 
McCoy,§Dyer, Tucker (Pittsylvania) ‘Townes, Love, | 


| 


On motion of Mr. Blackburn, 

Resolved, that this house do now adjourn. 

‘viday, August 23. Mr. Noland, from the com- 
mittee of elections, presented a report, which was 
read, as follows: 

The committee of election have, according to or- 
der, examined the certificate of a delegate returned 
from the county of Wythe to this convention, and 
find the election was regular and pursuant to pre- 
‘vious notice, 
| Resolved, as the opinion of this committee, that 
ithe delegate from the county of Wythe is entitled 
to a seat in this bouse. 

The said resolution being twice read, was on the 
question put thereupon, agreed to by the house. 

On motion of Mr. Noland, 

Ordered, That the communication from the 
Petersburg committee, with its enclosure, yester- 
day laid on the table, be read, which are in the fol- 
lowing words: 











Peterspurs, 12 August, 1816. 
To the chairman of the Stawiton convention. 

A letter directed to Mr. Francis G. Yancey and 
Mr. John S. Barbour of this town, requesting an 
association of other individuals with them for the 
purposes therein mentioned, was duly re¢eived and 
has been attended to—A committee composed o 
Robert Birchett, Christopher I’. Jones, Samuel 


j 


Brooke, Penn, Staples, McDowell, Leyburn, Bryan, |Crawford, John H. Brown, Thomas Shore, Francis 





Marrison, Samuels, Lovell and Fishback.—57. 
The names of the gentlemen who voted in4he 
negative, are, Messrs. Edgington, Smith, Pindall, 


G. Yancey, John S. Barbour and Alder B. Spooner, 


jhaving consulted together, concluded to request a 
‘meeting of the citizens of Petersburg at the court- 


Jackson, Wilson, Leffler, Chaplin, Duncan, Alder- | house, by a public notice in the newspapers. Notice 


son, Creel and Beeson—11. 


| was given, and at thé appointed hour, a large num- 


The main question was then put, will the house|ber of citizens assembled—An .adjournment took 


adopt the amendments reported by the commit- 
tee as amended by the house, and determined in 
the affirmative, ayes 59, noes 9. 

On motion of Mr. Jackson, seconded by Mr. John- 
son, sordered, that the ayes and noes on the said 
question be inserted in the journal. 

The names of the gentlemen who voted in the 
affirmative are, Messrs. Woods, Gordon, Porterfield, 
Cameron, Leftwich, Boyd, Ward, Marshall, Arnold, 
Moss, Fitzhugh, Tucker [Frederick,] Wiliams, 
Picket, Chapman, Burwell, Cook, Mayers, Smith, 
Wrench, Chapman, Jack, Armstrong, Jr. Seymour, 
Jacksoi, Redd, Hairston, ‘furner, Flood, Donnelly, 
White, Noland, Osburn, Staley, Wilson, Estill, 
Woodville, Rawlings, Cabell, Reeves, Leffler, Cha- 
pin, McCoy, Dyer, ‘Fucker {of Pittsylvania,} Townes, 


| place for the purpose of circulating more exten- 
sively among the people an address, forwarded by a 
idelegation from several counties in the western 
isection of the state, and on account of a general 
wish, that the subject might be maturely con- 
sidered.—On ‘Thursday last, another meeting took 
‘place, but was thinly attended, in consequence of 
the court having sat until a late hour. On Friday 
ilast, m the evening, according to adjournment, the 
|citizens again assembled at the court house—The 
meeting was well attended—A larger number in 
fact, were present than is usual at our town meetings 
—A motion was made to adjourn indefinitely, but 
after much debate it failed.—The enclosed resolu- 
tions were thea adopted almost unankmously bg the - 
meeting. 
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With sentiments of particular respect and con- 


sideration, &c. &c. , 
A.B. SPOONER, 


S. CRAWFORD, 
For and in behalf of the committee. 

[The following are the resolutions of the citizens 
of Petersburg alluded to in the preceding commu} 
nication—they were introduced by an eloquent pre- 
ambie, which not being given in the copy of the 
journal we have before us, is reluctantly omitted.* ] 

Ep. Ree. 

Resolved, by this meeting, that it is inexpedient 
fo send delegates to Staunton to aid in a plan, by 
which a call of a convention isto be effected. 

Resolved, That however willing we may be to 
aid in acall of convention, by which the constitution 
of this state may be amended, we cannot for the 
present consent to adopt any other means than such 
as shall be approved by the legislature of our state. 

Resolved, That we so far accord in opinion with 
the Winchester committee, as to the necessity of a 
call of convention, that we will instruct our dele- 
gates in the next assembly, to vote for and support 
a proposition to the people at their next elections, 
to know whether they will consent to call of conven- 
tion or not. 

Resolved, That the committee calling this meet- 
ang be requested to forward our proceedings and 
resolutions to the Winchester committee, as the 
result of our wishes and opinions-upon the subjeci 
of 2 call of convention, presented to us for consid- 
eration. 

On motion of Mr. Spooner, 

Ordered, That the foregoing preamble and resolu- 
tions, be inserted in the different newspapers of this 
borough. 

Signed by order and in behalf of the meeting. 

ROB’T BIRCHETT, Chairman. 

Frs. G. Yancry, Secretury, 

Whereupon, resolved, on motion of Mr. Noland, 
that the said letter and enclosure be laid on the ta- 
ble. 7 

On motion of Mr. Noland, 

Resolved that the committee appointed to draft 
a plan for defraying the expenses of this convention, 
be directed to contract fur the printing of seven 
hundred copies of the journals of this convention. 

Mr Ficzhugh from the committee appointed un. 
der two resolutions yesterday adopted by the house 
to draft memorials, reported a resolution and me- 
morial as follows. 


{ 


(RESOLVE.) 

Resolved that the following memorial, to be 
signed by the presklent, and attested by the se- 
eretary be presented to the legislature of Virginia, 
as expressive of the sense of this convention on the 
subjects therein contained. 

( MEMORIAL.) 
Vemorial of the Staunton convention, to the legislature 
| of the state of Virginia. 

The convention of delegates held at Staunton in 
the month of August 1816, for the purpose of devis- 
ing the best and surest means of obtaining such 
amendments to the Constitution of the common- 
wealth as will secure to the good people thereof, 
ali the rights and privileges to which they are by 
nature entitled, and of which they have been de- 
prived by the early adoption of principles, which if 
not originally and radically wrong, have become 
so by the subsequent “operation of natural and 

*We copy from the Augurer—which having be 
fore inserted the proceedi 





accidental causes,” beg leave to lay before thé 
legislature of the state, such an exposition of their 
grievances as will establish at once the certainty 
of their existence, the extent of their operation, 
and the necessity of their removal. Passing over 
many lesser evils, connected with, and inseparable 
from the existing constitution, they are satisfied on 
the present occusion, to confine their attention 
exclusively to one; not doubting that the same 
remedy which will be applied to it, will at the 
same time be extended to every principle in the 
constitution, inimical to the rights and happiness 
of an independent people. No doctrine has re- 
ceived a more universal assent, than that in a re- 
publican government the will of the majority should 
be the law of the land. And yet ina state boasting 
of the pure republican character of its institutions, 
this first and fundamental principle ofrepublicanism, 
does not exist; for (to borrow the language of a late 
eloquent appeal to the people of Virginia) ‘the 
government of the commonwealth is actually in 
the hands of a minority; and what is still more 
pernicious to the general interests, in the hands of 
a minority, inhabiting a particular section of the 
state. Forty-nine counties, adjacent to each other 
in- the eastern and southern sections of the state, 
including three of the boroughs situated in those 
counties, have a majority of the whole number of 
representatives in the most numerous branch of the 
legislature. And these counties and boroughs con- 
tained m 1810, only 204,766. white inhabitants, less 
than one half the population of the state, by 72,138 
souls.” 

ka the other branch of the legislature, the ine- 
quality is still more apparent. Incredible as it may 
seem, it is nevertheless a fact, that while the coun- 
try west of the biue Ridge, constituting three fifihs 
of the territory of the state, and ¢ontaming accord- 
ing to the census of 1810, a white population of 
212,036 souls, has but four instead of nine senators, 
to which it is entitled; thirteen senatorial districts 
on tide water containing, according to the same 
census, a white population of only 162,717, have 
thirteen, instead of seven senators, which would be 
their just proportion. 

These facts are respectfully submitted to the se- 
nate and house of delegates of the state of Virgi- 
nla, with the hope that they cannot fail to produce 
an impression, favorable to the cause of republican- 
ism, and the just rights of so decided a majority of 
the white population of the state. This done, the 
convention look with confidence to the legislature 
tor such aid as they have the means to grant.— 
They know that the power of extending to them 
immediate relief are not within the power of the 
legislature. They therefore do not ask it. They 
know that the several counties are entitled to two 
representatives on the floor of the house of dele- 
gates, and that a mere legislative act cannot pre- 
vent them from exercising an acknowledged right. 
Each senatorial district too, has a constitutional 
claim to one representative in the senate; and it 
may well be questioned whether there be a power 
in the legislature to alter or abridge this claim.— 
But what cannot be done directly, what cannot be 
done by law, may be indirectly accomplished thro’ 
the medium of a legislative recommendation. And 
although the people cannot be commanded to act, 
facilities for acting may be afforded them to avery 
great extent. 

The general assembly then are respectfully re- 
quested to recommend to the people of the com- 
monwealth the election of a convention to alter and 





: - ings at Petersburg, merely 
refers fo them. 


lamend the defects of the constitution. 


And in 
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doing this, is it confidently hoped that suc pris- 
ciples of representation will be adopted and such 
modes of election prescribed, as will insure to eve- 
vy part of the state, a weight in the convention to 


be assembled, proportioned to its white population. 


Thus and thus only can the excitements existing in 
the state be allayed, the great ends of republican 
government be attained, and the constitution be 
placed ona basis to insure its own durability, as 
avell as the peace and happiness of those for whom 
it has been framed. 4 

Mr. Johnson moved that the said resolution and 
memorial lie on the table, which was overruled by 
the house. 

The question was then put “will the house adopt 
the said resolution and memorial,” and decided in 
the affirmative; ayes 61, noes 7. 

On motion of Mr. Johnson, seconded by Mr. No- 
land, 

Ordered that the ayes and noes on the said ques- 
tion be entered in the journal. 

The names of those who Voted in the affirmative 
are, Messrs. Woods, Gordon, Porterfield, Cameron, 
Lefiwich, Boyd, Ward,Edgington, Marshall, Arnold, 
Moss, Fitzhugh, Tucker, (Frederick,) Williams, 
Pickett, Chapman, Burwell, Cook, Mayers, Smith, 
French, Chapman, Jack, Armstrong, Williams, Sey- 
mour, Pindall, Jackson, Redd, Hairston Turner, 
Flood, Donnelly, White, Noland, Osburn, Staley, 
Wilson, Estill, Woodville, Rawlings, Cabell, Reeves, 
Lefer, Chaplin, McCoy, Dyer, Tucker, (Pittsyl- 
vania,) Townes, Love, Brooke, Penn, Staples, Dun- 
can, Alderson, Bryan, Harrison, Samuels, Lovell, 
Creel, Beeson, Fishback—6l. 

The names of the gentlemen who voted in the 
negative are, Messrs. Breckenridge (President,) 
Johnson, Blackburn, Taylor, Edmunson, McDowell, 
Leyburn—7. 


weneral interests, in the hands ofa minority inhabit- 
ing a particular section of the state. Forty-nine 
counties, adjacent to each other in the eastern and 

southern sections of the state, including three of 
the boroughs situated in these counties, have a 

majority of the whole nimber of representatives 

in the most numerous branch of the legislature.— 

And these counties and boroughs contained, in 1810, 

only 204,766 white inhabitants; less than one half- 
the population of the state by 72,138 souls.” 

In the other branch of the legislature the inequa- 
lity is still more apparent. Incredible as it may 
seem, it is nevertheless a fact, that while the coun- 
try west of the Blue Ridge, constituting three-fifths 
of the territory of the state, and containing, ac- 
cording to the census of 1810, a white population 
of 212,036 souls, has but four, instead of nine sena- 
tors, to which it is entitled; thirteen senatorial dis- 
tricts on tide water, containing, according to the 
same census, a white population of only 162,717, have 
thirteen, instead of seven senators, which would be 
their just proportion. These facts are respectfully 
submitted to the senate and house of delegates of 
the state of Virginia, with the hope that they can- 
not fail to produce an impression, favorable to the 
cause af republicanism, and the just rights of so 
decided a majority of the white population of the 
state. This done, the undersigned look with con- 
fidence tothe legislature for such aid as they have 
the power to grant. They know that the means of 
extending to them immediate relief are not within 
the power of the legislature. They, therefore, do 
not ask it. They know that the several counties 
are entitled to two representatives on the floor of 
the house of delegates; and that a mere legislative 
act cannot prevent them from exercising an acknow- 
ledged right. 

Each senatorial district too, has a constitutional 





Mr. Fitzhugh from the same committee, also re- 
orted a memorial to be recommended to the peo- 
ple of this commonwealth as foilows : 
TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF VIRGINTA. 
The Memorial of the citizens of county. 


claim to one representative in the senate; and it 


imay well be questioned, whether there be a power 


in the legislature to abridge this claim. But what 
cannot be done directly, what cannot be done by 
law, may be indirectly accomplished through the 





The tndersigned, inhabitants of 


county, | 


medium of a legislative recommendation. And al- 


uniting for the purpose of obtaining such amend-|though the people cannot be commanded to act,. 


ments to the constitution of this commonwealth, as 
will secure to the good people thereof, all the rights 
and privileges, to which they are by nature enti- 
tled; and of which they have been deprived by the 
early adoption of principles, which if not originally 
and radically wrong, have become so by the subse- 
quent “operation of natural and accidental causes,” 
beg leave to lay before the legislature of the state, 
such an exposition of their grievances, as will estab- 


lish at once the certainty of their existence, the) 


extent of their operation, and the necessity of their 
removal. Passing over many lesser evils, connected 
with and inseparable from the existing constitu- 
tion, they are satisfied, on the present occasion, 
to confine their attention exclusively to one; not 
doubting that the same remedy which will be 
applied to it, will at the same time be extended 
to every principle in the constitution, inimical to 
the rights and happiness of an independent people. 
No doctrine has received a more universal assent, 
than that in a republican government, the will of 
the majority should be the law of the land. And 
yet in a state, boasting of the pure republican 
character of its institutions, this first and funda- 
mental principle of republicanism, does not exist; 
for (to borrow the language of a late elaquent 
appeal to the people of Virginia,) “the government 
of the commonwealth is actually in the hands ofa 





‘inority; and what is still more pernicious to the 


facilities for acting may be afforded them to avery 
great extent. 

The legislature then are respectfully requested 
to recommend to the people of the commonwealth 
the election of a convention to alter and amend the 
defects of the constitution. And in doing this it is 
confidently hoped that such principles of repre- 
sentation will be adopted, and such modes of elec- 
tion prescribed, as will ensure to every part of the 
state, a weight in the convention to be ussembled, 
proportioned to to its white population. ‘hus and 
thus only can the excitements existing in the state 
be allaved, the great ends of republican goverr- 
ment be attained, and the constitution be placed 
on a basis to insure its own durability, as well as 
the peace and happiness of those for whom it has 
been framed. , 

On motion of Mr. Fitzhugh, 

Resolved, that the said memorial be adopted as 
the sense of the house, and that the secretary haye 
printed 500 copies thereof. 

Mr. Burwell then offered for the consideration 
of the house the following resolutions: 

Resolved, that with a view to the attainment of 
the end specified in the resolutions yesterday adopt- 
ed, if the legislature of the state should be indis- 
posed, or feel itself incompetent to act on the sul 
ject, it be recommended to the people at their elec, 
tions in April next, to express their opinions, as to. 











































































































a ea OES Ae SPT 
Stee SS} ee eee 


— 


2 et eee ee ie rete or 





asain Un ee oS 


te ae 


SS: le a nts a se ae ate 


eT en eee ee 





2p) NILES’ WEEKLY REGISTER—SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 1816. 








the expediency of recommending a general con- | 
vention for the purpose of amending the constitution. 

Resolved, that a standing committee, consisting 
of seven members, be appointed, with power to 
choose a select committee in each county of the 
commonwealth, friendly to the objects of this meet- 
ing; and that in case it shall appear that a majori- 
ty of those who vote in the state are in favor of a 
general convention, the standing committee shall 
recommend to the people a plan to procure acon- 
vention of delegates at Staunton, to fix on the mode 
of electing representatives to a general convention. 

Resolved, that the standing committee or a ma- 
jority of them, be requested to meet together as 
soon after the spring elections as may seem expe- 
dient, for the purpose of carrying into effect the ob- 
jects of the latter part of the foregoing resolution. 

A motion was made by Mr. Fitzhugh to substi- 
tute for the said resolutions, the following: 

Resolved, that with a view to the certain attain- 
ment of the ultimate object of this convention, a 
central committee of such of its members as being 
favorable to its views are also members of the gene- 

ral assembly, be appointed to meet in Richmond 
during the next winter; and that in case the gene- 
ral assembly should either be indisposed or feel it- 
self incompetent to take any part in the call of a 
convention, they be requested to organize commit- 
tees in the different congressional districts in the 
state, for the purpose of procuring an election by 
the freeholders in each of the said districts, of six 
delegates to represent them ina convention to meet 
in on the day of 
for the purpose of adopting such ulterior measures, 
as to them may seem necessary. 

Whereupon, the question was put on the adop- 
tion of the said substitute, and decided in the ne- 
gative. 

The main question was then put, 

Will the house adopt the resolutions proposed by 
Mr. Burwell, and decided in the affirmative—ayes 
61, noes 7. 

On motion of Mr. Johnson, seconded by Mr. No- 
land, 

‘Ordered, that the ayes and noes on said question 
be inserted in the journal. 

The names of the gentlemen who voted in the 
aflirmative are, Messrs. Woods, Gordon, Porter- 
field, Cameron, Leftwich, Boyd, Ward, Edgington, 
Marshall, Arnold, Moss, Fitzhugh, Tucker (of 
Frederick,) Wiiliams (of Frederick,) Pickett, | 
Chapman (of Fauquier,) Burwell, Cook, Mayers, 
Smith, French, Chapman (of Giles,) Jack, Arm- 
strong, Williams (of Hardy,) Seymour, Pindall, 
Jackson, Redd, Hairston, Turner, Flood, Donnelly, 
White, Noland, Osburn, Staley, Wilson, Estill, 
Woodville, Rawlings, Cabell, Reeves, Lefer, Chap- 
lin (of Ohio,) McCoy, Dyer, Tucker (Pittsylvania, ) 
Townes, Love, Brooke, Penn, Staples, Duncan, 
Alderson, Bryan, Harrison, Samuels, Lovel, Beeson, 
Fishback—61. 

The names of the gentlemen who voted in the 
Negative are, Messrs. Breckenridge (president, ) 
Johnson, Blackburn, Taylor,Edmundson, McDowell, 
Leyburn—7. 

Ordered that Messrs. Burwell, Boyd, Tucker (of 
Frederick,) Tucker (of Pittsylvania), Jackson, 
Gordon and Leve, be appointed a standing com- 
mittee in pursuance of the said resoltitions: 

Mr. Johnson then presented for the considera- 
tion of the house the following resolution. 

“Resolved, as the opinion of this convention, that 
the constitution of this commonwealth ought to be 

so amended as to provide, as far as practicable, that 











every part of the commonwealth shall bear its just. 
share, only, of the public taxes.” 

On motion of Mr. Tucker, (of Frederick,) 

Ordered, that the said resolution lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr, Williams (of Frederick, ) 

Resolved, that this house do now adjourn. 

Saturday, August 24th—A member from his. 
place announced to the house, that a delegation to 
this convention was elected from the county of 
Tyler, which has from accidental causes been wna- 
ble to attend. 

On motion of Mr. Johnson, 

Ordered that the house now proceed to consider 
the resolution offered by him yesterday, and which 
was ordered to lie on the table. s 

A motion was made by Mr. Fitzhugh to defer the 
further consideration of the said resolution inde- 
finitely; and the question being taken thereupon, 
was decided in the negative; ayes 48, noes 21. 

On motion of Mr. Blackburn, seconded by Mr. 
Johnson, 

Ordered that the ayes and noes on the said 
question be inserted in the journal. 

The names of the ‘gentlemen who voted in the 
affirmative are, Messrs. Cameron, Blackburn, Left- 
wich, Boyd, Arnold, Fitzhugh, Burwell, Cook, 
Smith, French, Seymour, Jackson, Redd, Hairston, 
M‘Coy, Tucker (Pittsylvania,) Love, Staples, Bry- 
an, Harrison, Creel—21. 

The names of the gentlemen who voted in the 
negative are, Messrs. Breckenridge (president,) 
Woods, Gordon, Porterfield, Johnson, Ward, Edg- 
ington, Marshall, Moss, Tucker (of Frederick,) 
Williams (of Frederick,) Pickett, Chapman, May- 
ers, Chapman, Jack, Armstrong, Williams, Pindall, 
Turner, Flood, Donnelly, White, Noland, Osburn, 
Staley, Wilson, Esti, Woodville, Edmundson, 
Rawlings, Cabell, Reeves, Leffler, Chaplin, Dyer, 
Townes, Brooke, Penn, Duncan, Alderson, McDow- 
ell, Leyburn, Samuels, Lovell, Beeson, Fishback—48. 

Mr. Jackson moved an amendment to the reso- 
lution under consideration as follows: 

Resoived, as the opinion of this convention, that 
the constitution of this commonwealth ov.ght to be 
so amended as to provide safe and defined barriers 
between the legislative, executive and judicial de- 
partments of the government, and to maintain and 
preserve the independence of the judiciary. 

Resolved also, as the opinion of this convention, 
that the constitution ought further to be amended, 
so as to define therein the right of suffrage and es- 
tablish it upon a just and equitable basis. 

A motion was then made by Mr. Fitzhugh to 
adopt a substitute to the said resolution and amend- 
ments, as follows: 

Resolved, That the declaration in our memorial 
to the general assembly, that “passing over many 
lesser evils, connected with and inseparable from 
ithe existing constitution, they are satisfied on the 
present occasion to confine their attention exclu- 
sively to one, not doubting that the same remedy 
which will be applied to it, will at the same time be 
extended to every principle in the constitution ini- 
mical to the rights and happiness of an independent 
people,” supercedes the necessity of any declaration 
of their views as to any particular principles proper 
to be engrafied on a new constitution 

The question was then put, 
| Shall the said substitute be adopted, and decided 
‘in the affirmative; so the resolution and amendments 
i|were lost. 
| Mr. Tucker, (of Pittsylvania] from the committee 
‘appointed to prepare a plan for defraying the expen: 
‘ces of this convention, made a report as follows: 
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The committee who were required to prepare a 
plan for defraying the expences of this convention, 
beg leave to report: 

That the citizens of Staunton, partaking of the 
interest felt by a large portion of the good people 
of this commonwealth, in the objects of this con- 
vention,and that disinterested spirit—without which 
those objects cannot be effected, have anticipated 
the purposes for which this committee was appoint- 
ed, and have deposited in the hands of the secretary 
of the convention, a sum sufficient to cover the con- 
tingent expences that havébeen or will be incurred. 
And while your committee would have preferred 
that the citizens of Staunton had not superadded 
this to the many other instances of courtesy which 
they have manifested toward the members of this 
convention, yet having ascertained that the sum can- 
not be burthensome to the citizens of Staunton, they 
think their offer should be met in the same liberal 
spirit in which it was made, and should be accepted 
by this convention. 

Resolved, therefore, unanimously, that in the opi- 
nion of this convention, the citizens of Staunton, in 
defraying the contingent expences of this meeting, 
deserve well of the friends of political reform in this 
commonwealth. 

Resolved, unanimously, that the thanks of this 
convention are due to Erasmus Stribbling, esq. for 
the assiduity, ability and disinterestedness with 
which he has discharged the duties of secretary to 
this convention. 

The question being put on the said resolutions 
separately, they were unanimously adopted by the 
house. 

On motion of Mr. Tucker, (of Frederick, ) 

Resolved, unanimously, that the members of this 
convention in continuing to pursue the great object 
of necessary reform, will never cease to cherish a 
desire to affect that important end, by temperate 
and peaceful measures; and that they will cultivate 
among their fellow-citizens, a spirit of moderation 
and forbearance, and a disposition to preserve un- 
impaired the peace, good order, harmony and hap- 
piness of our beloved and common country. 
¢ On motion of Mr. Johnson, 

Resolved, unanimously, that the protest of the 
minority in this convention, signed by James Breck- 
enridge, Allen Taylor, John Leyburn, James Mc- 
Dowell, Henry Edmundson and Chapman Johnson, 
be spread upon the journals of this convention. 

PROTEST. 

The undersigned members of the Staunton con- 
vention, having had the misfortune to dissent from 
a@majority of their associates, in the means which 
they have adopted to secure the great object of re- 
form, which all have in view, feel bound to avail 
themselves of the privilege of the minority, to spread 
upon the journals of the house, along with that dis- 
sent, a brief statement of the reasons for it. 

They mean not to censure—Indeed, they cannot 
withhold their approbation of the calmness, temper 
and dignity which have characterised the conduct 
ofthe majority. Butlest it should not be distinctly 
understood, from the votes already recorded, what 
are the real sentiments and wishes of the under- 
signed, upon the subject of reforming the consti- 
tution of the state, they here solemnly record them, 
by way of protest, against the measures which have 
Been adopted by the convention. 

They hesitate not to give their decided assent to 
the proposition, that the inequality of representa- 
tion in both branches of the legislature, is a politi- 
cal wrong, and a practical evil which ought to be 
Corrected. ‘ 


‘ 


They hesitate not to acknowledge, in its fullest 
latitude, the right of a majority of the people, to 
alter, reform, or abolish their political institutions, 
whenever they may think fit. 

But they believe it to be a maxim of political wis- 
dom, equally sanctioned by reason, and verified by 
experience, that the constitutional laws of every 
free government, should be contemplated with ha- 
bitual reverence, should be approached with the 
most prudent caution, and touched with trembling 
timidity. They think, therefore, that the people of 
this commonwealth would not express an unwise 
distrust of themselves, by saying that they would 
never consent to any alteration in their constitution, 
which was not required by some palpable necessity, 
and the propriety of which did not challenge the as-' 
sent of every unprejudiced,candid,intelligent mind. 

Reform in the representation, they dcem a mea- 
sure of such palpable propricty, that they would not 
hesitate to recommend it. Connected with this re- 
form, they think it essential also, that a constitu- 
tional provision should be made, securing every por- 
tion of the state from the imposition of an undue 
proportion of the public taxes. They would think it 
wise, too, to introduce into the constitution a pro- 
vision, well guarded with prudent limitations, 
whereby, in all future time, other defects in our 
constitution, which may have already developed 
themselves, or which experience may hereafter un- 
fold, may be corrected, without unnecessarily agi- 
tating the public mind, or endangering the public 
tranquility. 

Thus far, for the present, are they willing to go, 
and no further. They are willing to recommend 
the call ofa general convention, with powers limited 
to those specified objects. But they are unwilling 
to commit the whole constitution, with all its con- 
secrated principles, to untried hands—they are un- 
willing to resign that charter of their country’s 
rights, which is identified with the revolution, 
around which the best feelings of the heart are inti, 
mately entwined; and under which the good people 
of this commonwealth have enjoyed, for forty years, 
a share of political prosperity, and personal bless- 
ings, which have rarely fallen to the lot of man. 

It is, therefore, that they protest—They protest 
against the call of an unlimited convention. ‘hey 
will, nevertheless, unite their best efforts, with 
those of the majority, in securing the great object 
for which this convention was assembled, by those 
means which appear to them, best suited to the end 
—by means of a limited convention. 

JAMES BRECKENRIDGE, 
ALLEN TAYLOR, 

J. LEYBURN, 

JAMES VMcDOWDLL, 
HENRY EDMUNDSON, 

C. JOHNSON, / 

On motion of Mr. Jackson, 

Resolved, unanimously, that the thanks of this 
convention be presented to the hon. James Breck. 
enridge, for the ability and impartiality with which 
he has performed the arduous duties of president of 
this convention. 

Resolved, that this cofvention, do now adjourn, 
sine die. 





Lonnon, July 8. Itis with deep regret we an- 
nounce to our readers, the death of the right ho- 
norable Richard Brinsley Sheridan, who, after a se- 
vere and protracted illness, expired yesterday at 





noon, in the 66th year of his age, 
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The various sensations, under which we, with the 
rest of the world, contemplated the course of this 
extraordinary man, while living, have been so far 
recalled to us by the recent event of his decease, 
that we cannot dismiss the account of it like a com- 
mon-place article of the obituary. We do not 
strive to check the pangs of grief’ and pity which 
mingle with our admiration for a lost son of genius. 
It is always interesting, whether gratifying or pain- 
ful, to meditate the history of a distinguished man; 
and more especially of a man, from the materials of 
whose character even more of warning than exam- 
ple may becoilected. From the mixture and coun- 
teraction of high endowments with vulgar infirmi- 
ties and unfortunate habits, ordinary men derive 
lessons of candor and contentment. We cease to 
murmur at any seeming partiality in the distribu- 
tion of intellectual gifts among mankind, when we 
see the most useful qualities withheld from, or dis- 
dained by those upon whom the most splendid ones 
have been munificently lavished. It extends our 
eharity and abates our pride, to reflect with calm- 
ness on the fate of one who was equally the delight 
of society, and the grace of literature—whom it 
has been for many years the fashion to quote, as a 
bold reprover of the selfish spirit of party; and 
throughout a period fruitful of able men and try- 
ing circumstances, as the most popular specimen 
in the British senate of political consistency, intre- 
pidity and honor. ) 

Panegyric becomes worthless when it is no long- 
er true—and we do not mean to eulogize Mr. Sheri- 
dan in unqualified terms. Neither fact nor princi- 

le will bear out the silly adoration with which, 
or some days past, he has been worshipped by the 
mosi furious of his old detractors—by men who 
seem inciined to pay their debts to his character 
With usurious interest, as if they were discharging 
a post-obit bond. 

Ii is needless to say much on those intellectual 
powers whose living memorials are formed to com- 
mand the admiration of every future age. The 
astonishing talent for observation, and knowledge 
of character, displayed by Mr. Sheridan in his dra- 
Matic writings, will surprise us more when we re- 
collect that he composed the Jtivals whilst yet a 
boy; and that his School for Scandal was written at 
fonr-and-twenty. Those who are best acquainted 
with the history of the stage for an hundred years 
preceding their appearance, can best appreciate the 
obligations of the public to an author, whose dia- 
logue has the spirit of reality without its coarse- 
ness—who neither wearies nor offends his audience 
—but whose sentiment is animated, and his wit 
refined. His opera is another specimen of various 
power, which has eclipsed all but one of those 
which went before it, and all, without exception, 
of those which have followed. Vhe Duennahas but 
a single rival on the stage: and if the broad licen- 
tiousness of the Beggai’s Opera has given its au- 
thor the means of indulging a nervous and pregnant 
vein of satire, te be found in no other English work, 
Sheridan has combined in the plot and language of 
his Duenna, the charms of delicacy, elegance and 
ingenuity; and in his songs has discovered a taste 
and pathos of high poetical beauty. 

Jf we pursue Mr. Sheridan into political life, we 
shall have equal cause to admire the vigor and ver- 





chance, but trained and moulded into orators ang. 
statesmen; these were formidable checks to the, 
vise of an adventurer, recoramended by character 
nor connexion—never educated for public life—be- 
iset by a thousand mischievous habits—crusted over 
with indolence and depressed by fortune. Some 
wondrous internal power buoyed him up, and a tem- 
per invulnerable to ordinary attacks, left him at all 
times in possession of his unshaken faculties. In 
co-operation, therefore, or rivalry, or hostility, with 
the first men of his day, he distinguished himself 
amongst them by wielding with success the various 
weapons for which they were respectively celebra- 
ted. In flow of diction, he yielded not even to Mr. 
Pitt—in force and acuteness he might justly be 
compared to the great opposition leader—while in 
splendor of imagination he equalled Burke, and in 
its use and management, far excelled him. His sar- 
casms were finer, but less severe, than those by 
which Mr. Pitt indulged his anger; and the wr 
displayed by Sheridan in parliament was, perhaps, 
from the suavity of his temper, much less sharp 
than brilliant. 

But the quality which predominated over all its 
companions in the mind of Mr. Sheridan, was his 
exquisite and highly finished taste. In this rare 
talent he had no competitor; and this it was which 
gave such inimitable grace to his expressions, and 
which, in arguing or declaiming, in eulogy or in- 
vective, disposed his thoughts with an effect so full 
and admirable. We cannot expatiate further on 
his rhetorical! qualifications than by observing, that 
he joined to the higher attributes above spoken of, 
the natural advantages of a clear and melodious 
voice, a distinct, emphatic and unaffected utterance 
—and a manly and unaffected action. As Mr. S. 
has produced a comedy which may be described as 
nearly the best in our language, so did he by a cu- 
rious felicity of genius put forth, in his speech on 
the trial of Hastings, the finest specimen of Eng- 
lish senatorial eloquence of which modern times 
can boast. Of this divine oration, although none 
but those who heard it can adequately judge, 
enough remains to justify our praises in the frag- 
ments handed down to us by the publications of 
that period, and in the recorded sentiments of the 
leaders of all parties, who hung in rapture and 
amazement on his words. Mr. Sheridan then reach. 
ed the pinnacle of hisfame. No length of days 
could add to the celebrity at that moment poured 
around him, as an orator and statesman of compre- 
hensive and transcendant powers—no human for- 
tune could have surpassed the expectations then 
formed of his future eminence. Why they have not 
been realized, is a question which posterity will not 
fail to ask. 

We pass by the details of his parliamentary pro- 
gress, from the discussions on the regency in 1789 
to those on the same subject in 1811. Many im- 
portant questions, many dangerous crisis, which 
arose in the long imterval between those periods, 
gave Mr. Sheridan the means to establish for him- 
self an occasional interest with the people of Eng- 
land, distinct from any that could have been deriv- 
ed from mere proofs of talent, or influence of par- 
ty. Onthe mutiny at the Nore, he enjoyed the 
credit of essentially contributing to save the state. 
Whenever the liberty of the press was attacked, 


satility of his genius. The field on every side of|that bulwark of the constitution found in him its 


him was occupied by the ablest men who had ap- 
peared in parliament for more than half a century. 
Kurke, whose mature mind was richly furnished 


most zealous and consistent defender; and when 
the early burst of Spanish patriotism had raised a 
strong sympathy throughout this country, 1t'was 
Mr.S. who first gave form and expression to the 
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¢iong-Pitt and Fox, not left, like Sheridan, to! 


feelings which swelled every English heart, anc 
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who traced m parliament the natural relation be-, 
- ~ween the support of Spain and the deliverance of 
Europe. Without instituting a too severe or invi- 
dious scrutiny into the justice of those high encom- 
iums which have been passed on Mr. S.’s patriotic 
spirit, we shall merely observe, that one object of 
our admiration is the exquisite judgment—the dex- 
terity of tact—with which he at all times seized 
the full tide of public sentiment, and turned it in- 
to the proper channel. But it must be acknowledg- 
ed, that the longer he remained in the house of 
commons, the more his personal consequence de- 
clined. Mr. S. had never in his happiest days ef- 
fected any thing by steady applicaton. He was ca- 
pable of intense, but not of regular study. When 
public duty or private difficulty urged him, he en- 
dured the burden as if asleep under its pressure. 
At length, when the pain could be no longer borne, 
he roused himself with one mighty effort, and burst 
like a lign through the toils. There are reasons far 
believing that his constitutional indolence began 
its operation upon his habits at an early age. His 
very first dramatic scenes were written by snatches, 
with-considerable intervals between them. Convi- 
vial pleasures had lively charms for one whose wit 
was the soul of the table: and the sparkling glass 
—the medium of social intercourse—had no small 
share of his affection. These were joys to he in- 





dulged without effort; as such they were too well 
calculated to absorb the time of Mr. Shericlan, and) 


independence in his fortune. A vain man ‘may be. 
come rich, because his vanity may thirst for only a 
single mode of gratification. An ambitious man, a 
bon vivant, a sportsman, may severally control their 
expences; but a man who is inveterately thoughtless 
of consequences and callous to reproof—who knows 
not when he squanders money, because he feels not 
those obligations which constitute or direct its 
uses—such a man it is impossible to rescue from 
destruction. We go further—we profess not to 
conjecture to what individuals the above reproach 
of forgotten friendships has been applied. If 
against persons of illustrious rank, there was never a 
more unfounded accusation. Mr. S. throughout his 
whole life, stood as high as he ought to have done 
in the quarters alluded to. He received the most 
substantial proofs of kind and anxious attachment 
from these personages: and it is to his credit that 
he was not insensible to their regard. If the mis- 
taken advocates of Mr Sheridan were so much his 
enemies as to wish that he had been raised to some 
elevated office, are they not aware that even one 
month’s active attendance out of twelve he was at 
all times utterly incapable of giving? But what 
friends are blamed for neglecting Mr. Sheriday? 
What friendship did he ever form? We more than 
doubt whether he could fairly claim the rights of 
friendship with any leader of the whig administra- 
tion. We know that he has publicly asserted Mr. 
Fox to be his friend, and that he has dwelt with 


sooner or later to make large encroachments on his} much eloquence on ‘the sweets and enjoyments of 


character. 


His attendance in parliament became | that connection: but it has never been our fortune 


every year more languid—the vis inertie more in-!to find that Mr. Fox had on any public or private 


curable—the plunges by which his genius had! 
now and then extricated him in former times, less 
frequent and more feeble. We never witnessed 
a contrast much more melancholy than between 
the brilliant and commanding talents of Mr. She- 





ridan throughout the first regency discussions, 
and the low scale of nerve, activity and capacity) 


to which he seemed reduced, when that subject| 
But in-| 


was more recently agitated in parliament. 
dolence and intemperance must banish reflection, | 
if not corrected by it: since vo man could support 
the torture of perpetual seif-reproach. | 
Aggravated, we fear, by some such causes, the | 
vatural careless temper of Mr. Sheridan became ru-| 
inous to all his better hopes and prospects. With-| 
out a direct appetite for spending money,he thought | 
not of checking its expenditure. The economy of| 
time was as much disregarded as that of money.— 
All the arrangements, punctualilies, and minor ob- 
ligations of life were forgotten, and the household | 
of Mr. Sheridan was always in a state of nature. Lis 
domestic feelings were originally kind, and his 
manners gentle: but some bad habits seduced him 
from the house of commons and from home: and 
equally injured him as an agent of the public good, | 
and as a dispenser of private happiness. It is pain- 
ful, it is mortifying, but it is our sacred duty to 
pursue this history to the end. Pecuniary embar-| 
rassments often lead men to shifts and expedients | 
—these exhausted, to others of aless doubtful co-| 
ior. Blunted sensibility, renewed excesses, loss 
of a in society, follow each other in melancholy) 
succession, until solitude and darkness close the 
scene. 
It has been made a reproach by some persons, in| 
lamenting Mr. Sheridan’s cruel destiny, that “his| 
friends” nad not done more for him. We freely) 





and conscientiously declare it is our opinion, that 

had Mr. Sheridan enjoyed ten receiverships of Corn-! 
walt instead of one, he would not have died in afflu-. 

PGE 


He never would have attained to comfort or! 


occasion bound himself by reciprocal pledges. Evi- 
dence against the admission of such ties on his part 
may be drawn from the well known anecdotes of 
what occurred within a few days of that states- 
man’s death. The fact is, that a life of conviviali- 
ty and intemperance seldom favors the cultiv ation 
of those better tastes and affections which are ne- 
cessary to the existence of intimate friendship.— 
that Mr. Sheridan had as many admirers as ac- 
quaintances there is no room to doubt: but they 
admired only his astonishing powers; there never 
was a second opinion or feelings as to the unforta 
nate use which he made of ihem. 

We have now performed an honest duty, and in 
many particulars an humbling and most distress- 
ing one we have found it. Never were such gifts as 
those which Providence showered upon Mr. She- 
ridan so abused; never were talents so miserakly 
perverted. The term “greatness” has keen most 
ridiculously, and, in a moral sense, most perni- 
ciously applied to one who, to spe: ik charitably of 
him, was the weakest of men. Had he employed 
his matchless endowments with but ordinar y judg- 
ment, nothing in England, hardly any thing in Eu- 
rope, could have eclipsed his name, or obstyucted 
his progress. It is the peculiar praise and glory of 
our political constitution, that great abilities may 
emerge from the meanest ‘station and seize the first 
honors of the community. It is the nobie praise and 
purer happiness of our moral system, that great vi- 
ces throw obstacles before the march of ambition, 
which no force nor superiority of intellect can re- 
move.— Statesman. 








Perpetual Motion! 
FROM THE AMERICAN DAILY ADVERTISER. 

Vo the Public.—I\n order to satisfy their fellow-ci 
tizens as far as it might be in their power, upon a 
question of great public interest, the undersigned 
‘accepted an my itation mage by Mr. Charles Redhet 
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fer, in the public newspapers ‘of this city in the fol- 
lowing terms.—After complaining of the governor 
for declining to “nominate as many honorable men 
as he might think proper, in order to set ai rest a 
question, which had, at different times, been agitated 
amongst ingenious men of all nations, whether it 
was possible to construct a machine on self-moving 
principles,” Mr Redheffer goes on—“I have, there- 
fore, selected the following gentlemen, to make a 
full, fair and strict examination of my machine; to 
whom, 1am ready and willing, to explain the princi- 
ples on which it is constructed, and to state how, and 
in which way it is put in motion, and in what manner 
that motion is maintained, and may be perpetuated ad 


infinitum”? Mr. Redheffer then requests his fellow; 


citizens to suspend their opinions cancerning him, 
until the report of the committee, thus appointed 
by himself, shouid be made and published; gives 
the names of the gentlemen selected, and requests 
them to meet him at Peter Evans’ tavern on Wed- 
nesday, morning the 17th of July, at 10 o’clock.— 
They accordingly attended at the tavern of Peter 
vans, when the following proceedings took place. 

In pursuance of the public notice given by Mr. 
Charles Redheffer, the following gentlemen met at 
Peter Evans’ tavern in the city of Philadelphia on 
Wednesday, the 17th day of July, A. D. 1816 to 
wit -—William Tilghman, Esq. chief justice of the 
supreme court of Pennsylvania; Robert Wharton, 
¥isq. Mayor of the city of Philadelphia; Joseph 
}lopkinson, Benjamin Chew, Charles J. Ingersoll, 
Bayes Newcomb, Robert Patterson, George Cly- 
mer, Nathan Sellers, Samuel Richards, William 
Sarrigues, Moses Lancaster, Jacob Holgate, Rev. 


Dr. Beasly, Dr. Adam Seybert, J. Golder, C. D. 


Corfield, John Livezey, Joseph Mather, Charles 
Rudd, Robert Brooke, Dr. Alexander Knight, and 
Johnson Taylor. 

Wirrram Titcumay, Esq. was appointed chair- 
man of the meeting, or committee—and, 

Josyed Horkinson, secretary. 

Mr. Patterson stated, that itis Mr. Redheffer’s 
request (Mr. Redheffer being then present) that 
this committee shall attend on Saturday, the 27th 
instant at 10 o’clock, A. M. at such place as the 
Mayor shall procure and appoint, to see Mr. Redhef- 
fer’s machine put up; and to direct the further 
proceedings of the committee for the object of their 
appointment. 

Ordered, That the minutes of this meeting be 
published. 

Adjourned to meet as above directed. 

‘he undersigned, again met on Saturday, 27th 
july, when the following proceedings took place :— 
Saturday, July 27th, 1816. 

Ataroom in the west wing of the state house, 


Mr. Redheffer attended with his Machine.—Mr. 

Golder (declaring that he attended as the counsel 
of Mr. Redheffer) stated, that Mr. Redheffer was 
ready and willing to put the machine up, and put 
it in motion, but declined to explain his principles 
to the whole committee, which he desired io do 
to a select number, to be appointed out of the com- 
mittee. 

The question was put—Whether Mr. Redheffer 
should now proceed to put up his machine, and 
set it in motion—and carried in the affirmative. 

Mr Redheffer, accordingly commenced his opera- 
tions, and at two o’clock, having made little or 
no progress in putting the machine together, he 
withdrew from the room, taking with him the 
mayor. On their return, the mayor stated, that 
Mr. Redheffer had informed him the wheels of 
his machine had heen put out of gear, or injured, 
in removing them to this place; that it would re- 
quire some time to repair the injury, and accord- 
ingly desired an adjournment of tiie meeting might 
take place for that purpose—After some observa- 
tions on this proposition, Mr. Recheffer was desired: 
to state, what time it would take him to repair the 
aliered injury, and enable him to proceed to the 
performance of his undertaking. He replied, about 
a day, or perhaps less.—Whereupon it was agreed, 
that Mr. Redhetfer shoulc be allowed until the fol- 
lowing Saturday, for the purposes he had mentioned 
—And then the committee adjourned, to meet at 
the same place, on Saturday next, at 10 o’clack, 
A. M. 

On Saturday the Sd of August, 

The following proceedings took place: 

A majority of the committce met, according to 
adjournment. Moved and carried in the affirmative, 
that Mr. Redheifer be desired to proceed in putting 
up his machine, and setting it in motion. 

Mr. Golder, on bebalf of Mr. Redheffer, stated 
that Mr. Redheffer was willing to put his machine 
in motion, but wished to do it with safety to his 
own interest—and submitted the following pro- 
position to wit :— 

Charles Redheffer respectfully submits to the 
gentlemen who have done him the honour of their 
attendance to inspect his machine, that he is desirous 
of proceeding in such a way, as to obviate every 
difficulty and satisfy their wishes; and for this pur- 
pose, proposes, that two or three persons, say 
Nathan Sellers and George Clymer, persons of 
known probity and experience in mechanics, shall 
be authorized as a sub-committee to reccive the 
‘explanations and charge of the machine; that he 
‘will, to these citizens, so explain the principles 
and operation, that they shall be able, and without 
lany agency, or without the attendance of Charles 








procured and appointed by the Mayor for this meet-| Redheffer, to put the machine in motion, and ex- 
ing, the chief justice being engaged in holding the! plain the principles clearly and satisfactorily. That 
supreme court, Roperr Patrerson was appointed! this sub-committee shall, when they think fit, and 
chairman in his place. ‘for such a reasonable period as the majority of the 
The following gentlemen of the committee, who, committee may think fit, have the sole charge, and 
did not attend at the last meeting, were now/|the invitation of the members of the committee, 
present, to wit :—General Thomas Cadwallader, | until they shall be perfectly satisfied. | 
James Whitehead, James Ray, Thomas Barnet,! Moved and seconded, that the consideration of 
George Knorr, James H. Cole, and W. Moulder,! Mr. Redheffer’s proposition be postponed, and car- 
Esqrs. Also, the following persons invited to attend | ried unanimously. 
by certain members of the committee, according to| The chairman then, in compliance with the first 
Mr. Redheffer’s request :—Joseph Livezey, Rev.}resolution, desired that Mr. Redheffer should pro- 
Dr. Jacob Broadheag, William Meredith, Joseph|ceed to put up his machine, and set it in motion. 
Reed, Maskel Carl, Richard Peters, junior, Dr., Mr. Redheffer, having retired from the room, Mr. 


John Clopper, Joseph Cloud, Adam Eckteldt, Rev.|Gress was requested to call him in, and went out 
Burgess Allison, William Steel, Thomas Allibone,/} for that purpose. 

David Mandeville, captain William Jones, majar | 

William Jackson, and Zohn Sergeant. 


Mr. Redhefler returned to the room, when the 
chairman stated to him the desire of the commuittec 
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_ ag above expressed, The chairman further stated to 
‘Mr. Redheffer, that the committee desired to have 
none of his secrets,*but only required of him to 
put his machine in Metion. Mr. Redheffer, replied, 
that he could not with safely—but refused to give 
reasons or explanations. 

The undersigned, having thus attended on the 
call of Mr. Redheffer, with an intention and dis- 
position to go into the examination of his machine, 
according to his own invitation and proposition, 
and on his own terms, think they own it to them- 
selves and to the public, expressly to declare :— 
That Mr. Redheffer has declined, without any 
reasonable apology or excuse, known to them, to 
comply with his promise, as made in his said 
invitatiop and proposition. ‘The undersigned, there- 
fore, withdraw from any further attendance on Mr. 
Redheffer, with strong sentiments of disapprobation 
of his conduct. Of the feasibility of his project, no 
evidence has been given by him; and what inference 
should be drawn of his own belief in it may be 
made by the public from his whole conduct on this 
oecasion. 

Robert Patterson, 
Benjamin Chew, 
Jacob Holgate, 

Ja. Whitehead, 
Joseph Mather, 
Charles Budd, 
Joseph Hopkinson, 
W. Meredith, 
Samuel Richards, 
Adam Eckfeldt, 
Th. Allibone, 
Richard Peters, jun. 
Josiah White 

The facts ahove mentioned, are accurately stated, 
so far as they fall within my knowledge, which is 
confined to the first meeting. As to the rest, hav- 
ing perfect confidence in the gentlemen who have 
subscribed the statement, I agree with them in 
disapproving Myr. Redheffer’s conduct, and with- 
drawing from any further attendance on him. 
WM. TILGHMAN, 


Society of Friends. 

The following are extracts from the epistle of 
the yearly mceting held in London, by adjournments, 
from the 22d of the 5th month to the 3lstof the 
same, inclusive, 1816. 

‘L'a the quarterly and monthly meeting of friends, in 
Great Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

“We observe with pleasure the increasing desire 
manifested by Friends, to obtain a guarded and use- 
ful education for their children. The reports on 
the schools, under the notice of this meeting, indi- 
cate religious care and good order prevailing in 
them, and have yielded us great satistaction. The 
improvement of the understanding, and the commu- 
nication of that knowledge, by which it may be 
more extensively prepared for the service of [im 
to whom we must all render our accounts, are du- 
ties not to be neglected. We desire, however, to 
impress upon all, whether parents, or those to whom 
they entrust their tender offsprings, the supreme 
importance of inculeating the first of duties—the 
love and fear of God. 


Robert Wharton, 
John Livezey, 
Adam Seybert, 
Rob. Brooke, 
James H. Cole, 
Ch. Caldwell, 

C. J. Ingersoll, 
Frederick Beasicy, 
N. Sellers, 

Jos, Cloud, 

B. Newcomb, jun. 
duo. Clopper, 








_ “A watchful parent will, at no time, be more alive | 


to the welfare of his children, than when they are 
passing from the age to which we have just advert- 
ed to the succeeding stage of life. The situations 
in Which they are then placed, and the companions 


fluence on their future character. We would, there. 
fore, encourage both parents and masters not to re- 
lax at this critical period, citherin care or counsel, 
or in proper restraint tempered with kindness. 
Here we would advert to the importance of good 
example, and to the great blessing which will at- 
tend the labors of those whom we are addressing, | 
as they seek to become preachers of righteousness, 
in life and conduct, to those around them. How 
inviting, how instructive, it is, to behold such as, 
by the purity of their lives, by the meekness of” 
their spirits, and by the benevolence of their cha- 
racter, are adorning their profession! This is a duty 
which is enjoined by the highest authority—Matt. 
v.16; and we earnestly press upon all to consider, 
whether their moderation, their self-denial, their 
habits of life, are such as become the christian re-_ 
ligion. 

“Our solicitude has at this time been awakened 
for our young men employed as travellers in busi- 
ness. The exposure of these to the temptations to 
which they are often unavoidably subjected, has 
tended to draw aside some from that simplicity, 
that purity of heart and thought, that strict morali- 
ty, which our christian principles require. We 
would submit to the serious consideration of their 
parents and employers, the extreme danger of send- 
ing forth into such service, any young persons 
whose religious principles are not fixed, nor their 
habits formed; and we would encourage Friends in 
different places where those in this line of employ- 
ment may travel, to continue and extena that kind 
of hospitable notice which has been already mani. 
fested. The situation of some of our young Friends 
in other occupations may deprive them of the ad-. 
vantage of virtuous and instructive associates; these 
also, we hope, will not be overlooked by those tc 
whom they are known. 

“We lament that reproach should have beer 
‘brought on our society, by the failure of any of ow: 
‘members in discharging their just debts. / We cor- 
sider it to be the duty of all, but especially of every 
person under pecuniary difficulties, to inspect nat 
rowly into the state of their affairs; and this we con- 
ceive might often prevent such an issue. Let al! 
Friends be careful to live within their incomes, re- 
trenching, if necessary, their expences; and we de. 
sire that it may be their uniform cndeavor to con- 
duct their business in such a way as may subject 
them to the least risk or danger. For those who, 
| possessing integrity, yet from the pressure of the 
times, are, with honest and upright intentions. 
struggling under may difficulties, we feel preat 
sympathy. Let these be encouraged; they wi!l not 
fail, we trust, if they seek it, to obtain the kind ad- 
vice of their friends. Let it be their earnest conceri 
under these trials, to hold fast their contidence in 
our all wise and gracious Helper; as likewise thei 
love to their brethren. ‘his love, we believe, is 
peculiarly endangered, whenever the mind is dis- 
turbed by her perplexing care arising from. em- 
barrassed circumstances. 

“fhe amount of sufferings reported this year, 
occasioned by claims for tithes, and other demands 
of an ecelesiastical nature, with a tew for military 
purposes, is upwards of 15,0004. Our brethren of 
all the yearly meetings on the American continent 
have again given proofs of their love, by written 
communications. The interesting work of Indian 
civilization still occupies their attention. In some 
of the tribes, the improvements which, notwiti. 
standing the late commotions, have been cradually 
going forward, are truly encouraging. In others, 





with whom they associate, may have g decided in- 


{those who are concerned in this good work have 


" 
rk 






















































































.s 


28 NILES’ WEEKLY REGISTER—SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 1816. 


* 








probably already renewed their exertions where 
the ravages of war had desolated many of the set- 
tlements. The persevering. labors of Friends in 
Virginia and some other parts, to procure the free- 
dom of many negroes illegally as well as unjustly 
held in slavery, have in several instances been 
crowned with success; and it is very gratifying to 
observe, that the rights of this injured people are 
still dear to our American brethren. We hope that 


Sylvania. It appears to me, therefore, that, under 
the act of assembly this child is entitled to freedom. 
I desire it, however, to be understood, that it is not 
intended to intimate any opiffion on the case, of 


{children of domestic slaves, attending upon mem- 


bers of congress, foreign ministers or consuls; nor 
in the case of a child, with which a slave, abscond- 
ing from another state, should be pregnant, at the 
time when she came into this state. All that need 


in this country, Friends will continue to feel a deepjbe said at present is, that those cases are distin- 


interest in the welfare of the African race; and not 
dismiss the subject from their thoughts until such 
wise and prudent measures may be adopted as shall 
promote and finally secure universal emancipation.” 








‘Interesting Law Intelligence. 


FROM THE AMERICAN DAILY ADVERTISER. 
Sup-eme Cour! of Pennsylvania, July 6, 1816. 
OPINION OF TILGHMAN, CHIEF JUSTICE. 

Yhe Commonwealth, (ex rel. Eliza, a negro child) 
VS. ; Lutabens Corpus 
Jacob Halloway, keeper of the prison of Philad. J 
The facts in this case are few and undisputed. 


The mother of Eliza was a slave, the property of 
James Cone, of Maryland. She absconded from her 
master and came to this state, in which, after a re- 
sidence of two years, her child Eliza was born. Vhe 
question, therefore, is, whether birth in Pennsylva- 
aia gives freedom to the child ofa slave, who had 
absconded from another state defure she became preg- 
nant. This question depends upon the law of Penn- 
sylvania, and the constitution of the United States. 
On the first of March, 1780, the state of Pennsyl- 
vania passed an act “for the gradual abolition of 
slavery,” by the third section of which it is enacted, 
“‘that all servitude for life, or slavery of children, 
in consequence of the slavery of their mother, in} 
the case of all children born within this state, from 
and afier the passing of this act, shall be utterly 
taken away, extinguished and foreyer abolished.” 
The fifih section directs the manner in which the 
owners of slaves should enter them in a public re- 
sister; and the tenth section declares, “that no man 
or woman of any nation, except the negroes or mu- 
latios who shall be registered as aforesaid, shall 
at any time hereafter, be deemed, adjudged or hold- 
en within the territories of this commonwealth, as 
slaves or servants for life, but as free men and free 
women, except the domestic slaves attending upon 
delegates in congress from the other American 
states, foreign ministers and consuls,” and with | 
eertain other exceptions, not affecting the present 
ease. Thus far, the act is too clear and too posi- 
<ive to adinit of a doubt, nor can it be denied that 
the state of Pennsylvania had a right to give free- 
dom to every person within her territory, however 
unjust or impolitic the extreme exercise of that 
right might have been, considering the situation of 
some of her sister states. But the situation of those 
states was neither unthought of nor neglecced. Ac- 
cordingly, we find it provided by the eleventh sec- 
tion, “thatthe said act, or any thing contained it, 
should not give any relief or shelter to any abscond- 
ing or runaway negro or mulatto slave or servant, | 
who bad absented himself or should absent himself 








jing of the act of assembly. 


guishable from the new one now decided, and may 
perhaps be found to turn on different principles. 
But the constitutron of the United States has been 
acted on in opposition to the act of assembly; and 
if there be a repugnancy, there isno doubt but the 
act of assembly must give way. The constitution 
was formed upwards of seven years after the pass- 
y. By that time the ope- 
ration of the act had been fully experienced by the 
slave holding states. It was a subject on which 
their feelings had been excited, and therefore we 
must presume, that their representatives in the ge- 
neral convention of 1787 regarded this important 
object with vigilant attention. Neither can it be 
supposed, that Pennsylvania and the eastern states 
were inattentive to what had always been deemed 
by them a matter of importance: So that it is a 
case in which there are peculiar reasons for adher- 
ing to the words of the constitution. The subject 
is introduced, in the second section of the fourth 
article, which is expressed as follows, “no person 
held to labor or service in one state, under the laws 
thereof, escaping into another, shall, in consequence 
of any Jaw or regulation thereof, be discharged from 
such service or labor, but shall be delivered up on 
claim of the party, to which such service or labor 
may be due.” This is in conformity with the law of 
Pennsylvania. The case of the absconding slave is 
provided for, without mention of the issue—I see 
not upon what ground the constitution can be ex- 
tended beyond the uct of assembly, nor does it ap- 
pear that in the opinion of congress, it can be ex- 
tended further, For in the “fact respecting fugitives 
from justice, and persons escaping from the service 
of their masters,” (passed the 12th of February, 
1795) there is no provision, except in case of per- 
sons held to labor in one of the United States, who 
shati escape into another of the said states. Iam, 
therefore, of opinion, that, under the act of assem- 
bly of this state, and the constitution of the United 
States, the child Eliza was born free. 

OPINION OF YEATES, JODGE. 

Respubtica, ? 


ieeper of the prison of the city and county of Philadelphia. 5 

The words of the 3d section of the act of Ist 
March, 1780, are general and comprehensive, and 
include the cases of all children of slaves who 
should be born within the state after that day:— 
“They shall not be deemed and considered as ser- 
vants for life or slaves.’* ‘The expressions are strong 
and imperative and cannot be got over. Where 
the meaning of the terms used by the legislature 
is plain, we are bound to adhere to it, and not to 
transpose their words, or insert others, unless the 


‘result would involve us in palpable absurdity, or 








from his or her owner, master or mistress, residing 
in any other state or country; but such owner, mas- 
ter or mistress, should have like right and aid to} 
demand, claim and take away his slave or servant, | 
as he might haye had, in case the said act had not; 
heen made. ‘The terms of this proviso, do not ex-| 
vend to the zssue of the absconding slave, nor is| 
‘here any necessary implication by which it must! 
Tyo Pxtended to the lsstre Aerotten and Jorn in Penn. ' 


gross injustice. Whatever may be our ideas of the 


rights of slaveholders in our sister states, we can- 


not deny that it was competent to the legislature, 
to enact a law ascertaining the freedom of the issue 
of slaves, born after the passage of the act within 
this state. , 
The only question left to be considered, 1s- 
whether there is any thing in the constitution of the 
United Statcs, or any actof congress passed in py 
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siance thereof, which controls or abridges the ope- 
rations of our state law, in its plain and literal sense. 
Fhe convention who formed the federal compact, 
had the whole subject of slavery before them;— 
and we well know the prejudices and jealousies of 
the southern parts of the union as to their property 
in slaves. It was no easy task to reconcile the local 
interests, and discordant prepossessions of the dif- 
ferent sections of the United States—but the busi- 
ness was accomplished by acts of concession and 
mutual condescension. The canstitution of the 
United States, in art. 4, sec. 2, goes no further than 
to provide, that persons held to service or labor in 
one state, under the laws thereof, escaping into 
another state, shall not be discharged from such 
service or labor, but shall be delivered up. And 
the act of congress of the 12th of February, 1793, 
points out the mode by which fugitive slaves shall 
be restored to their former masters, in another state. 
It cannot be supposed for a moment, that the child 
in question, who was not in existence when her mo 
ther ran away, had escaped, or was a fugitive. Her 
case, therefore, is not embraced, either by the con- 
stitution of the United Statesor by the act of con- 
gress. It irresistibly follows, that negro Eliza is 
not aslave. At the same time, it is to be fully un- 
derstood, that my opinion goes no further than the 
case now before us. The children of the female 
slaves of foreign ministers, or of the members of 
congress of other states, which may be born amongst 
us, are not included therein. It will be time enough 
to decide those particular cases, when they shall 
occur and come before us for our determination. 
OPINION OF GIBSON, JUDGE. 


The Commonwealth, 
US. 2 Habeas Cor- 
Jacob Halloway, keeper of the prison of the city pus. 
and county of Philadelphia. 
‘The case of the retater is embraced by the letter 


of the third section, and certainly does not fall 
within any of the exceptions ofthe tenth section of 
the act of March 1, 1780. By the provisions of ei- 
ther, she is indisputably free. It is not for us to 
conjecture what provision would have been made, 
if the present case had presented itself to the con- 
sideration of the legislature. An attempt to sup- 
ply what this court might eonsider deficient, would 
ye an assumption of legislative authority. But the 
10th section effectually guards against all construc- 
tions unfavorable to the class of persons intended 
to be benefitted. If, even an equitable construction 
in favor of the master were not precluded, Lam far 
from being satisfied, that the present case would 
be proper for its exercise. The support of the re- 
later has caused him neither. trouble nor expense. 
He was, it is true, deprived of the service of the 
motherfrom the time she absconded. But this did 
not happen in consequence of any act of the relater, 
and gives him no claim on fer. Whether his case 
is to be considered a hard one or not, will depend 
much upon the temper with which the mind may 
contemplate the positive, and artificial rights of the 
master, over the mother on the one hand, and, on 
the other, the NATURAL RIGUTS OF HER CHILD. 


Foreign Articles. 

The European gazettes, as well as our own newspa- 
pers, teem with letters and accounts of the degrad- 
mg proceedings of lord Exmouth at Algiers, and of 
the timid conduct of the Dutch. The latter had a 


very noisy cannonade with the batteries of the 
city, at double cannon shot distance. No harm was 


they discovered a parcel of gun-boats getting under 
way to come out to them. A partof our squadron 
was off the port at the same time, looking on—and 
was received very respectfully by the Algerines. 
Our officers speak of the barbarians with perfect 
contempt. 

There was a complete revolution in Tunis early 
Fin June, which ended in the death of the bey, and 
the massacre of 600 christians. Whether the ‘Ame- 
rican consul was respected by the insurgents, or 
made his escape from them, we are not informed 
but are satisfied with knowing that he was safe on 
board the Java. 

Algiers, &c.—England has no way left to regain 
the good opinion of continental Europe, lost by her 
temporizing with Algiers, but in destroying the 
power of the pirates—and happily, this she seems 
determined to do. 

The Bann, of 20 guns, has returned to England; 
from the coast of Africa—she was there only four 
months, and captured the American schooner Rosa. 
formerly the Perry, of 6 guns and 19 men, with 276 
Slaves; Portuguese ship T'emeracio, 18 guns and 80 
men, after an obstinate battle—this ship was fitted 
for carrying 600 slaves, but had only 40 embarked: 
the Portuguese brig Antonio, with 600 slaves. A 
Spanish schooner, with 400 on board, sprung a leak 
and was taken as she was going into Sierra Leone : 

The quantity of flaxseed imported into Ireland 
from Juiy 5, 1814 to July 5, 1815, was 49,233 hogs- 
heads; of which 28534 was American. There was 
imported at Belfast only, from January 1816 to 
April 13, 1816, 12,000 hogsheads. The number of 
hogsheads sown in Ireland in 1815 was 52,255! 

An English letter from Paris, July 10, says, «Soult 
appears on the horizon with a military renown which 
far eclipses all competitors.” 

The French government have i 
24,000 francs for the education of Fir togn 
They are to be lodged with the consuls. They are 
to be received between the ages of twenty aed 
twenty-five; and admitted to the office of foreien 
consuls after four years service at home. ° 

The amount of the national debt of England pur- 
chased by the commissioners of the sinkin find 
since its establishment is 308,300,000£. ea the 
interest 1s 9,300,000£. which is appropriated to the 
further purchase of stock. All the debt contracted 
prior to 1796 is redeemed. 

A Mr. Baird has a steam-boat whi i ily 
between St. Petersburg and Ciea eee 

fhe crops in France are said to be good; but in 
Spain they are very discouraging, as to corn and oil 

Phe British revenue, for the last quarter, is said 
to be two millions one hundred and ninet: -seven 
thousand pounds less than the corresponding quar- 
ter last year: and another account estimates it at 
ayy bapeeews less than 2,000,0004. 

An act passed the British parliamen , 
of June, amending the act of April én teeters 
ing’ into effect a convention of commeroe écuhutadied 
between his Britannic majesty and the United 
States of America; which giyes permission to Ame- 
rican vessels to clear gut from any port in the 
united kingdom for Calcutta, Madras, Bombay and 
Prince of Wales’ Island, with any goods jira or 
merchandise which may be legally exported fom 
the united kingdom to the said settlements in Bri 
tish built vessels, subject to the like rules and re- 
gulations as are now by law imposed upon the ex- 
portation of such goods to the said settlements in 
British built ships; and that this act shall continue 





done on either side, except in wasting their pow- 
dér. The Duteh fleet’retired from the contest when! 


in force so long as the cenvention to which it is. 
an amendment. 
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A bill has also passed authorising the exportation 
of machinery for the erection of a mint, in the Uni- 
ted States of America. The bill was introduced by 
Mr. Vansittart, the chancellor of the exchequer. 

Gen. Rigand, condemned for contumacy at Paris, 
has been arrested by the Prussian government at 
Saarebruck, and, we suppose, will be “delivered.” 

Stocks. —London, July 15—3 per cent. cons. 63 3-4. 
French do.—Paris, July 12—5 per cents. 58 7-10. 

A young man, at Paris, lately shot a young lady, 
who rejected his addresses, and then stabbed him- 
self. But it was said the lady might recover. 

It is intimated that the Turks will not view the 
war against Algiers with indifference. But it can 
hardly be supposed that they will have the temerity 
to assist the pirates. 

he Persian ambassador at Paris, is said to bean 
American, “and of the Christian, not the Mahometan 
perstiasion”’—a man of creditable talents and of un- 
blemished private character. 

Various parts of Holland have, suffered much by 
an overflow of the dykes. 

A Neapolitan squadron is said to have had a bat- 
tle with a squadron of pirates before Barletta, in 
which the latter were defeated, with the loss of one 
vesscl. 

Bonaparte. We have around-about West India 
account that Bonaparte has escaped from St. Hele- 
na, on the 22d of June. Particulars are not given, 
but the report is suid to have been believed at Bar- 
badoes! We have pretty late intelligence direct 
from the prison-island, which informs us that he 
was employed in writing his life. That he had been 
sick, but was then in good health. 

The new British coinage of silver goes on rapid- 
ly—1350,000 pieces are finished daily, and the quan- 
ity was expected to be doubled in about a week. 

Worthy of imitation —The prince regent of Eng- 
tand lately gave a grand ball and supper—above 700 
persons were present. With the cards of invitation 
was a request that all the guests would appear in 
British manufactures. ‘This was even extended to 
the foreign ministers and their ladies. The princess 
Charlotte has interdicted the use of any other in 
her household. 

Prussia.—Itis with great pleasure we see it stated 
‘na London paper that vassalage is declared to be 
at an end throughout the Prussian dominions. Are 
the people to have a constiiution? We are anxious to 
ear more of this. 

Tur vaxes.—London, July 8—Several arrrange- 
rents are in the course of progress, with a view to 
establish a respectable naval force upon the lakes 
of Canada. Sir Robert Hall, an officer of distinguish- 
ed merit, who was lately commissioner of the naval 


jurd of Quebec, is appointed to the command of 


the vessels upan the lakes. ‘heir present force con- 
sists of Tecumseh schr. heut. H. Kent; Tagus schr. 
jlieut. Hambly; Star, capt. Herbert, acting; Newash 
schr. capt. W. Bourchier, acting; Netley, 10, lieut. 
ul. F. Spencer; Montreal, capt. Edward Collier; 
Kingston, 24, capt. W. F. W. Owen, and Huron schr. 
heut. J. Jackson. The St. Lawrence, 98; Burling- 
lington, 74; Charwell, 24, and Chubb cutter, are at 
present in ordinary. Several officers, and a number 
of seamen, will proceed shortly to that station. 

{What can be the meaning—what the object of 
these exertions to place the British ships on the 
lakes on a “respectable” establishment? It becomes 
those in authority to look to it, and see, at least, 
that our ships are kept yn a tolerable state for ac- 
tual service, if required. The state of things adja- 
cent to these lakes has, however,considerably chang- 
ed since the war, and would give quite a different 


aspect to another rencontre between the nations, if’ 
this it is that G. Britain has an eye to—their shores, 
then mere forests, now teem with little villages, 
and are most rapidly filling with mhabitants.]} 
Further of the state af England. A late London 
paper says—It is really now become a melancholy 
duty which the journalist has to perform, in record- 
ing the daily failure of some great house, upon 
which so many respectable persons must be depen- 
dent. The casual reader passes over in one short 
paragraph, the information which is to entail mise- 
ry on thousands. Let him pause for a moment 
when congratulating himself, as escaped from the 
wreck, to reflect on the agony which the same in- 
formation may carry to many worthy families, who, 
in asingle moment, are precipitated from all their 
virtuous enjoyments, to absolute ruin; without com- 
fort and without hope! Yet there are men hardy 
enough to condemn and to ridicule every appeal 
for retrenchment! Is it not idle to suppose that 
the purchase of a few articles for a fete can effec. 
tually relieve our great and pressing wants, with an 
expenditure of seventeen millions beyond our re- 
venuc? No,no—we must still call for, nay, we will 
entreat and beg for retrenchment. We hear a 
thoughtless clamor about taxing the rich, that is, 
the superior orders of the middle class, who are 
now so heavily taxed, they have no opportunity of 
encouraging trade. Wherever we direct an enqui- 
ry, the same answer is given, “the gentry have no 
money to spend, we take five shillings now, where 
formerly we took five pounds.” The consequence 
will be, this superior class of the community must 
shortly disappear, and we shall have no other dis- 
tinction than rich and poor. 
“You have fed upon my signories, 
Dispark’d my parks, and fell’d my forest woods, 
From tine own windows torn my household coat, 
Raz’d out my impress, leaving me no sign, 


Save men’s opinions and my living blood, 
To shew the world 1 am a gentleman.” 


We have only room to add—we must hope for 
better days, and a frugal management of our re 
sources!! 

Another paper says—“We are sorry to learny 
that the applications for passports to visit Frafce, 
rather increase than diminish. There is an ubso- 
lute mob of applicants at the French ambassador’s 
house. We hear that constables, have been some- 
times necessary to preserve decorum. It is some- 
times three days before passports cAn be had, se 
great is the number of applicants. Our Dover let- 
ter states, that eight families of fortune, with their 
own carriages, embarked at that place on Friday.’ 

[ What adrain of money inust this emigration cause’ 
England will feel in it, some part of the evils that 
Ireland has suffered by the non-residence of her 
great landholders. ] 

Extraordinary circumstance.—A young woman whe 
keeps the turnpike near Henley, upon Thames, 
Oxfordshire, and who has been married four years,- 
has now nine children who are all living and well. 
At her first lying-in she had three children; at her 
second, three; at her third, two; and at her fourth 
and jast, one. The circumstance has astonished the, © 
whole neighborhood, and is supposed to be withgut 
a parallel in any age or kingdom. [Lon. pap. 
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CHRONICLE. 
Mr. Holmes, on the part of the United States and 
Mr. Barclay on the part of Great Britain, are about 
to proceed eastward to decide to which power the 





islands in the bay of Passamaquoddy belongs, &cs. 
Academy ut St. Stephens/—We are delighted to 
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observe froma St. Stephens’ newspaper, printed on 


Elections. Col. Geo. Madison is elected governor 


the spot that was but as yesterday the seat of savage of Kentucky without opposition. G. Slaughter had 


barbarity, an account of an examination and exhibi-, 
tion at the academy there, at which there are 70 
scholars! St. Stephens is on the Tombigby, and all) 
the country adjacent to it, lately a wilderness, was’ 
three or four years ago, as we feared, almost deso-| 
lated by the Angilo-savage tomahawk in the hands of, 
the Creeks. 

The Cherokees.—We learn fram Huntsville, M. T. 
that a setilement near Meiton’s Bluff, south of the 
Tennessee river, was attacked by a party of Chero- 
kee Indians on the 11th ult. but they were beat off 
with the loss of three killed and one badly wound- 
ed and left onthe ground. They were pursued by 
a party under capt. Burlesson, but the result 1s not 
yet known tous. We have not heard that this peo- 
ple have any thjng to complain of, and suppose this 
#$ the act only of a few silly individuals—for the 
nation is too weak and too completely within the 
power of the whites to hope to redress their wrongs 
by force, if any they have to prefer against our peo- 

le. 
¥ Flour, at Buffalo, Aug. 20—15§ per barrel. The 
¢rops in this quarter have been later than was ex- 
pected. But new flour had not yet got into the 
market. 

A New-Orleans paper of July 31st, says, that the 
weather has been extremely warm since the middle 
of June, but that the city remains healthy. It is 
gratifying to find expectation so far disappointed 
as to the effects of the recent inundation on the sa- 
lubrity of that patriotic city, 

United Sta‘es’ Bank. Notice is given that an 
election for directors of this institution will be held 
at Philadelpiiia on Monday, the 26th of October 
next 

Tne court-martial for the trial of gen. Gaines 
has met at New York. 

It is said that the conqueror of the Guerriere, 
capt Hull, has volunteered his services to assist 1n) 
the navigation of the steam-boat proposed to sail 
from New York to Russia. | 

A letter from Detroit says that the report that the! 
British are building siz vessels of war at Malden is| 
“exaggerated.” | 

Mr. William Green, of Cincinnati, has introduced 
the gas-light into a mill near that town, and it is 
proposed to light the streets with it. 

Fire. Eighteen houses, principally of wood, were 
destroyed by fire at New York on Saturday morning | 
last. As ourcities improve, we shall become less) 
subject to this calamity, from building houses of| 
brick and stone, as is the law in most of them. 

The dichmond Enquirer says—in October Mr. Dal- 
las leaves the treasury, and Mr. Lowndes probably 
succeeds. 

Toast on the 4th of July, at Paris. “The Ameri- 
ean navy, which can reply in the same manner to the 
Turks and the English.” 

Lhe weather. In Peacham, Vt. on the 7th of June, 
Mr. Joseph Wallace, aged 88, lost himself in a@wood 
ina snow storm, and his feet were frozen so that it 
was necessary to amputate his toes. 

TReAsurY notes. ‘The notice respecting treasu- 
ry notes inserted in our last, page 8, was copied 
from a paper that had been inaccurately printed. — 
The first named time for payment of said notes 
should have been Qctoder, instead of “November.” 

Mankyxiany ELection The federalists have com- 











pletely succeeded ia obtaining a large majority of 
the counties of this state, whereby the election of a 
federal senate for five years, is secured. Partigu- 
we ee an ot ; 

-afs hereafter, for reference, 
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26,888, R. Hickman 11,733 and Jas. Garrard 7,723 
votes for lieut. governor. The members of con- 
gress elected for this state, are Henry Clay; R. M. 
Johnson; Joseph Desha; Anthony New, in the place 
of Mr. McLean resigned; David Walker in the 
place of Mr. Sharp; George Robinson, in the place 
of Mr. McKee resigned; R. C. Anderson in the place 
of Mr. Ormsby; ‘T. Quarles, in the place of Mra 
Taul, resigned; Thomas Speed, in the place of Mr. 
Harden resigned; David Trimble, in the place of 
Mr. Clark resigned—Thomas Fletcher being elect- 
ed to serve the ensuing session in the room of Mr. 
Clark. Gen. Villere is elected governor of Louisi- 
ana over judge Lewis—but the legislature, by the 
constitution, has a right to elect either of the two 
highest on the return. It is presumed, however, 
they will hardly reject a person having the majori- 
ty. Jonathan Jennings is elected governor of the 
state of Indiana—his opponent was gen. Posey; Wm, 
Hendricks is elected to congress ‘rom Indiana. Pe- 
ter Little is elected to congress from Baltimore, to 
supply the place of Mr. Pinkney.. 

All ofthe above named, successful or unsuccess. 
ful, are republicans. 


Messrs. Mason and Boss are re-elected to con 
gress from Rhode Island, without “systemasic op- 
position.”” They are federalists. 

Unitrep Stares Bank. 
From a Philadelphia Paper. 
The following statement contains the amount sub 
scribed to the said bank, and the number of share- 
holders, in each of the places designated by laws 




















: Number of Amount 
PaASne share-holders. subscribed. 
Philadelphia, 3,566 $8,878,400 
Baltimore, 15,610 4,014,100 
Boston, 364 2,402,300 
Portland, 22 203,600 
Charleston, 1,588 2,598,600 
New-York, 2,641 2,001,200 
| Richmond, 1,237 1,698,700 
Washington 618 1,270,806 
Lexington, 710 958,7U0 
Augusta, 102 $26,500 
Providence, 144 741,906 
Middletown, (Con.) 2,474 587,309 
Wilmington, (Del.) 1,078 470,690 
Cincinnati, 707 470,000 
New-Orleans, 43 380,500 
Raleigh, 266 258,300 
New-Brunswick, 84, 130,200 
Portsmouth, 14, 120,600 
Nashville, 14 53,606 
Burlington, Ver. 2 6,306 
Totals, 31,334 $28,000,000 
The whole number of share-hold- 
ers 31,35 
Those residing ip Maryland a- 
mount to 15,610 
The share holders in all other 
places 15,724 
In Baluimore 15,610 share-hélders 
subscribed 4,014,100 
In all other places 15,724 share- 
holders subscribed 23,985,900 
Totals, 31,334 28,000,004 
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(CPThis is a curious circumstance. Baltimore, in of the Mexican republic, taken possession of tha? 
fact, may probably elect the directors of the bank.|port. The command of the expedition was assumed. 
But many of the share-holders in other places have/at Aux Cayes by commodore Aury in consequence 
several votes, some as high as thirt,, whereas in this/ of instructions directly from the Mexican govern- 
city the most have only one. The custom has been/ment, and it consisted of 18 vessels; and upwards 


in Baltimore to take bank stocks on proxies, as well) 


to secure the amount of the stock desired by indi- 
viduals, as to give them a greater influence at elec- 
tions—and there is nothing peculiar in this case; we 
supposed it was done every where—yet It is made 
a subject of abuse against “Mob Town,” by a diberal 
printer at Philadelphia. | 

Great quantities of pretended bank notes have 
lately been seized, with their makers, in various 
parts of the United States. 

A putrid fever is making terrible ravages at Sur- 
rinam—the governor and about half of the troops 
stationed there had been swept off with it. 


EMIGRATION. 
In our paper of the week before last, we gave a 
list of the vessels with the number of their pas- 
sengers, accounts of whose arrival at the ports of 
the United States had reached us for the week just 
then past—the amount was 1474 persons — Lust 
week they amounted (we believe) to about 800.— 
The week, ending yesterday morning, furnished us 
with the following list, which takes in, perhaps, 
about three-fourths, or four-fifths of the whole num- 
ber; as we have probably overlooked some, not re- 
ceiving papers from every port, and at others, if 
the passengers be not numerous, they are not no- 
ticed at all. 





Names. Where from Arrived nt Passengers. 
Ship Integrity, London, New-York 11 
Cyrus, Dublin, _- 84 
United States, Havre-de-grace, ont 23 
Amity Liverpool, - 10 
Minerva, - —_ 16 
Laura, Hall, - 12 
Alexandria, Dublin, — 48 
Rockingham, Liverpool, = 21 
Howard, _ _ 20 
Jane, Londonderry, _ 160 
Unity, Amsterdam, Philadelphia, 23 
Nancy, Belfast, Baltimore, 61 
Brig Concord, Dundee, New-York, 22 
Swallow, Waterford, _ 56 
Recovery, Londonderry, _ $3 
Prince of Waterloo, Belfast Amboy, 
Aurora, Aberdeen, New-York, 8 
Elizabeth, Dublin, _ 48 
LangdonCheeves, Greenock, _ 24 
Elizabeth, Dublin, _ 42 
Venus, Sligo, -— 65 
Philippa, Galway Amboy. 
Traveller, Leith, New- York, 62 
Hope, Newly, Philadelphia 52 
897 
Add for the Prince of Waterloo and Philippa, which were 
regular pessenger-vessels, 65 each, + : - 130 
1027 


Bolivar’s expedition.— We have details of the de- 
feat of Bolivar. He appears to have lost 400 men 
killed, and 350 wounded and taken prisoners. His 
whole force was only 800 men!—but he himself with 
about 58 officers and soldiers escaped. It is said, 
however, that he is not discouraged, but is prepar-| 
ing for new exploits, by raising new troops, &c. 

The Carthagenians.—There was a report at Ha- 
vanna, about the 20th of August, that the Cartha- 
genians had captured Pensacola—but the following 
accounts from New-Orleans are more to be relied on. 

New- Orleans, Aug. 5.—We have been enabled to 
procure authentic and accurate information in rela- 
tion to the squadron which has appeared off the 
Balize. We can assure the public, that it was not 
only a part of the Carthagenian fieet from Aux 
sayes, but that the whole of the force under com- 
modore Aury has actually arrived at Matagorda, 


| has wandered taConstantinople. 





and that he has in the name and under fhe authority 


of 1000 men, well armed, and equipped. Little 
doubt can be entertained; that with such a naval 
co-operation, the whole coast will be in possession 
of the patriots before November next. So far from 
intending to resume the smuggling business we are 
permitted to state, that any attempt to violate the 
revenue, or any other laws of the United States, is 
expressly probibited by the commander of the ex- 
pedition, under pain of death. We are promised a 
copy of their proclamation and general orders as 
soon as they are received. Those documents, and 
any others that may have a tendency to illustrate 
their views and promote their glorious cause, will 
be most cheerfully published in this paper.— Gaz. 

August 9.—There appears to be no doubt but 
that the small fleet under the Mexican flag which 
were last month at the Balize, are now at the bay 
of Matagordy, on the Spanish Main to the S. W. of 
the Balize, about 150 leagues: that the Mexican 
congress have the utmost confidence in their ulti- 
mate suecess; that the royal cause droops, and that 
next fall or winter will place the city of Mexico in 
the hands of the republicans. 


John and Witliam Perry, two Shawanese chiefs, | 
and the son of the gallant Logan, who lost his life 
in our service during the war, have arrived in this 
place, on a visit to their army acquaintance, and to 
see the Country. These Indians accompanied our 
troops as friends in most of the campaigns in the 
north-west, and always conducted themselves with 
faithfulness and gallantry. They will, doubtless, be 
well received and treated with hospitality. Thé 
celebrated chief Blackhoof, long distinguished by 
his attachment to our government, and three others 
we understand, are on a visit in Bourbon county. 

Lexington Reporter. 


LATEST FROM EUROPE. 
London dates of the 22d July. 


It is reported that the sovereigns who signed the 
“Holy Alliance” are to havea meeting, for purpos- 
esnot stated. Direct accounts from St. Helena to 
the 6th of June have been received in England; and 
the contents of the despatches brought from thence 
were thought of such importance as to be sent to all 
the cabinet ministers—Bonaparte was well and in 
good spirits. Four Spanish vessels captured 
off Cadiz by the Buenos-Ayrean privateers had 
400,000% in specie on board. The princess of Wales 
The matches be- 
tween Ferdmand of Spain and his brother with the 
Portuguese princesses, have been broken off—the 
causes not stated. A large part of Germany is 
threatened with almost a famine—-the crops of win- 
ter corn having entirely failed. Lord Exmouth has 
sailed for Algiers—-his fleet is equipped in the best 
manner, and consists of one ship of 100 guns, one 
of 98, 3 of 74, 1 of 50, 2 0f 40, 2 of 36, Ssloops of 
war, and 4 bomb-vessels—he expects also to be 








joined by several ships in the Mediterranean, as 


well as by the Dutch squadron! Mr. Gallatin has 
been presented to the king of France. ‘The French 
priests are exposing the Holy Sacrament to ask of 
God a more favorable season for the products of the 
land—{we thought it had been excellent.}] The 
inundations of the Rhine and the Neckar have done 
incalculable injury in destroying the crops. ) 

British stocks, Joly 22—3 per cent. consols 63: 
S-4 7-8 








